Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 30, 2023 9:00 am

Prelude

Welcome

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from
the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We
have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn #532 "Gather us In”

1. Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished
away; see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought her to you in
the list of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the
blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at
the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your
face; we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the
whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the
courage to enter the song.



3. Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of
new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to
be salt for the earth. Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat
the bread that is you; nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are
holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away
her in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is
the day. Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your
own; gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and bone.
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Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may
be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalimy

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LorRD does not fail to come to
pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

5Thus says the LorD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
’Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17
1Teach me your way, O LorDp, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
1°T will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
13For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
1“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks
my life; they have not set you before their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.



16Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—!3for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. '>For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ’and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. '°For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; ?°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2'that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. *?We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains
until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. %*For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. My word shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing
for which I sent it. Alleluia. (Isa. 55:11)

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, beginning with the Thirteenth
chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human
history.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;?°but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. %6So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. ?And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 2He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2°But
he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with



them. 3OLet both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.””

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 3°and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. “°Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age. “'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 4?and they will throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #793 "Be Thou My Vision”

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that
thou art; thou my best thought both my day and by night, waking or
sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou
with me, Lord. Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r, raise thou
me heav’'nward, O Pow’r of my pow'r.

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou min inheritance, now and
always; thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my
treasure thou art.

4. Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s
Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of
all.
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Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering

Offering Hymn ELW #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (vs. 1)
1. We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
(copyright: Public Domain, One-License #M-402357)

Offering Prayer

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in
us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

Sending Hymn: #547 "Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God
from this dwelling take leave. The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe. The see of Christ’s teaching,
receptive souls reaching, shall blossom in action for God and for all. Your
grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and
answer your call.

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, the tasks of our ev'ry day
life we will face - our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing



God’s children, the whole human race. With your feast you feed us, with
your light now lead us; unite us as one in this life that we share. Then
may all the living with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his
name that we bear.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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